CONFIDENTIAL.} 


NATIVE PAPERS 


REPORT 


FOR THE 


-e 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Week ending the 24th January 1880. 


a me 


[No. 4 of 1880. 


is Benen ot svmapnesi Place ot pubtcation. | Numberot | Dates of papers resived and examined 
BENGALI. | 
Monthly. 
66 Bha rat Shrama} ivi’’ eee tT) ooo | Calcutta 2,100 
: 6s Gramvarté Prakashika ”’ - .«. | Comercolly 175 
3 | “ Sansodhini” as ove .. | Chittagong 600 
Fortnightly. 
4 té Purva Pratidhwani Ky eee 6 ee Ditto eee eecvee | 13th January 1880. 
6 | Rajshahye Samvad”’ _... - +» | Rajshahye sea $1 
| Weekly. 
6 ‘‘ Ananda Bazar Patrika” +e | Calcutta as 700 | 13th and 20th January 1880. 
7 \« Bharat Mihir” is a .«. | Mymensingh oe 671 | 13th January 1880. 
8 |‘ Bengal Advertiser” , - ... | Calcutta ove 2,000 
9 |‘ Bardwaén Sanjivani” ... ote ... | Bardwan eve 296 {13th ditto. 
10 |‘‘Dacca Prakash” _... eee .»» | Dacca oo 350 |18th ditto. 
os f° Education Gazette ses os .. | Hooghly on 745 |16th ditto. 
12 | ‘Hindu Hitaishini” a nee .». | Dacca 300 | 10th ditto. 
13 { ** Hindu Ranjika” eee woe ... | Beauleah, Rajshahye, iid 200 {14th — ditto. 
14 |**Howrah Hitakari” ... ov .. | Bethar, Howrah __,.. 400 
15 | ** Medini” an .» | Midnapore ‘on 250 {12th — ditto. 
16 66 Murshidabad Pratinidhi” vee eee, Berhampore eee peecece . 
17 | “ Navavibhakar” - ce = eve | Calcutta one 850 |19th ditto. 
18 | “ Pratikar”’ +. oe ae | Berhampore eee 275 
19 | ‘* Rangpore Dik Prakash we = ee | KGkinia, _— : vee | 250 116th ditto. 
20. | ** Sadharani”’ sae “ ... | Chinsurah 500 
21 |‘ Sahachar” a ... | Calcutta oe 600 {12th ditto. 
22 | ‘ Samalochak” mo ow «.| Ditto +] 1,000 {16th = ditto. 
23 ‘| ‘‘ Samachar Sar” a ‘a .»- | Allahabad en 350 
24 | ‘* Sanjivani”’ - ... | Mymensingh e 260 |12th ditto. 
25 |“ Sulabha Samachar” “ ... | Calcutta me 4,000 |17th ditto. 
26 |‘ Sharad Kaumudi ”’ ... | Bhowanipore oes 300 | 5th, 12th and 19th January 1880, 
27. | “ Srihatta Prakash ” ae | Sylhet os 440 | 12th January 1880. 
Tri-weekly. 
28 | “Samachar Sudhavarshan” ... .». | Calcutta ses pore 
Daily. | } 
29 |‘ Samvad Prabhakar” + ove | Ditto one 700 | 13th, and 16th to 20th January 1880. 
30 | “ Samvad Purnachandrodaya” ... | Ditto isn 300 | 19th to 24th ditto. 
31 | “Samachar Chandrika”  ... ...| Ditto ee 625 | 15th to 22nd ditto. 
32 | “ Banga Vidya Prakaéshika -  «t 500 {20th to 24th ditto. ; 
33. |“ Prabhatt” ne 2 i A ee | 10th and 12th, 16th to 19th ditto. 
ENGLISH aND BENGALI. 
Weekly. ! 
34 |‘ Murshidabsd Patriké”’. ie . | Berhampore 487 
ENGLISH AND ie 
Weekly. 
35 |“ Urdu Guide” site .. | Calcutta 365 | 17th January 1880. 
ENnG.iisH, Brenaatr, anp Hinpt. 
Daily. 
36 | “ Byapaéri; ” or, The Trader ae 1 oe. 
Hinpt. | 
Weekly. 
37 | ** Behar Bandhu” an ues. kn ee, Dede 500 [14th ditto. 
38 |“ Bhérat Mitra” js ase | Calloutta si 600 | 15th ditto. 
oo 187 agat Mitra” «| Ditto one | 157 7th and 14th January 1880. 
40 | “ Sar Sudhanidhi” f | Ditto = 200 
Perstax. | 
; Weekly. 
41 |“ Jam-Jahan-numa” a as. 
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POLITICAL. 


1. Tue following is the concluding paragraph of an article in the 
Sanjivant of the 12th January:—The news 


Zhe Capel wee. of the recent victory at Cabul has produced 


neither exultation nor sorrow in our minds. ‘The Afghan war has now 
gone on for two years, and during this period Cabul has had to be captured 
three times. Afghanistan is a land of heroes, which it is not possible to 
subjugate without difficulty. There is no knowing how long the British will 
thus continue to stain the earth with human blood. Is it not wise now 


to retire from that country? Of course, we do not know what the views 
of the present crooked-minded Ministry may be; but the prospect 
appears to us to be gloomy. There are clouds gathering on all sides. 
Heaven only knows where the consequences of the dishonest actions of the 
Hebrew Premier will ultimately lead us. Has the English nation lost its 
vitality that it cannot bring about the overthrow of this bad Ministry P 

2. We make the following extracts from the opening editorial in the 
Sahachar of the 12th January, headed “ An- 
nexation or occupation of Afghanistan.” The 
time has now come when Government should announce what its ultimate 
policy towards Afghanistan will be. We do not know whether there is 
really such a thing as “a scientific frontier” in the world. No country 
was ever safe against any powerful foreign invasion, simply because it 
possessed a strong frontier. The crossing of the Balkans by the Russians 
in the depth of winter, the repeated invasiors of India from across the 
Himalayas and the Hindu Kush, the successful crossing of the Alps by 
Hanibal and Napolean, all prove the truth of this remark. Of course 
in a position like the Khyber Pass a large army might oppose for some time 
the advance of an invader. But even then the length of the north-western 
frontiers of India is so great that it would take at least 80,000 troops to 
hold it effectively; and the public have already pronounced against this 
plan on the score of its costliness. Lord Lytton and Sir John Strachey, 
however, regard us as a very wealthy nation, who are ready to submit to as 
much taxation as it may be necessary to impose upon them. Still, if the 
frontier sought for by Lord Beaconsfield is really necessary, that has been 
obtained. ‘I'he Afghan army also has been defeated and dispersed. What 
then is the necessity of still keeping troops in Cabul? What isthe good 
of wasting our money any longer? The treaty of Gundamuk has been 
torn to a thousand pieces. Afghanistan has ceased to be an organized 
State. Still, if the British army would leave it now, the Sardars 
might rally round Musa Khan and establish order. As long as the 
invading army remained in Cabul, no Sardar would undertake to establish 
government, knowing well that the retirement of this army was sure to be 
followed by his death. Government also is aware of this; still itis making 
no sign of retiring from the country. Isit possible that they have deter- 
mined upon annexation? In that case at least a two years’ continuous war, 
and the permanent stationing of 50,000 troops in Afghanistan, would be 
rendered necessary. But how is the cost to be met? How far will the 
British frontier extend? Can Government stop short of coming as far 
as the Oxus? We do not believe that there has been any proposal to cede 
Herat to Persia. Persia may take Herat; but the example of Shere Ali 
will doubtless make Shah Nasiruddin cautious in his dealings. We are 
constrained to remark that the reprehensible policy of Tord Beaconsfield 
has led the people of Asia to question the renowned honesty of the 
British Government. It has made the Turks friendly to their own once bitter 
foes—the Russians. Now, a cession of Herat to Persia will not much change 
her friendly attitude to Russia ; and in the event of any war between the 


The Cabul war. 


ae. 


latter power and England, Persia will doubtless side with her old ally. 
In the name of justice, of England, and of India, we ask Government to act 
with caution and not to annex Cabul in disregard of the wishes of the 
people, and in obedience to the interested counsels of civil and military officers. 
Lord Lytton’s Government, however, is gradually advancing on the 

ath of annexation. The extension of railways in Afghanistan, the hangings 
‘n Cabul, and the recent durbar held by General Roberts therein, all show 
this. 1t will, however, prove a huge blunder. 

8. There is really, observes the Bharat Mihir of the 13th January, 
a public opinion in India; but the people do 
not know how to give it an effective expres- 
sion. Be that, however, as it may, it is gratifying to note that Lord 
Lytton seeks occasionally to justify his policy to the public. Unhappily 
we are not able to agree with him on almost any point. During his admin- 
istration India has been unhappy. He has brought unrest where there was 
peace, discontent where there was contentment, and suspicion where 
there was confidence. Such would be a brief history of the last three 
ears. | 
‘ Regarding the massacre of Sir Louis Cavagnari and his suite in Cabul, 
to which reference was made by the Viceroy, it isremarked that but for the 
unjust war which had been declared against Afghanistan this sad occurrence 
would never have taken place. 

It would certainly look presumptious in a native paper to discuss the 
importance or otherwise of the newly-acquired frontier of India, when 
eminent military authorities are divided in their opinions regarding its value. 
Common sense, however, tells us that, under the plea of a frontier, and in 
view of a danger which is perfectly imaginary, the present administration 
has brought anarchy into an allied state and unjustly sent its Chief into 
exile and to his grave. Peace has not been yet restored in Afghanistan 
which, had it been allowed to remain a powerful and friendly State, would 
have proved a more unfailing source of strength to Government than this 


Lord Lytton’s New Year's speech. 


BoaraT Minre, 
January 13th, 1880. 


newly acquired frontier.: We had expected to hear in Lord Lytton’s New — 


Year’s speech what benefits have accrued from the assumption of the Imperial 
title, and what new favours have been conferred upon the people by the 
Kmpress of India. But he touched lightly upon this topic. The procla- 
mation of 1858 had raised high expectations in the minds of the people 
regarding their rights and privileges as citizens ; but owing to the prevalence 
of interested counsels of self-seéking Europeans, the proclamation had 
become a dead letter. ‘The intended assumption of the Imperial title b 
Her Majesty revived these hopes; but disappointment soon followed. The 
Imperial Assemblage was dissolved, the fireworks were let off, and the 
people felt that it was all a dream. Next came in rapid succession the Press 
Act and the Arms Act, the License Tax, the abolition of the cotton duties; 
the disappearance of the Famine Fund now followed, and last came the 
mockery of a Native Civil Service. 

4. The same paper is glad to learn and is thankful that the hangings have 
ceased in Cabul, although the independence 
3 | which has been taken away from Afghanistan 
is not likely to be restored. In the name of justice many have been hanged 
in that country. We did not know that a British General could be 
capable of commiting so many murders. The effect, however, will be quite 
the contrary of a pacific one. Cabul is not India, and it will not be easy 
to restore peace in that country by displaying generosity or justice. The 
Aighans cherish a deep hatred towards the British, and it is an error. to 
suppose that they will, in course of time, become as attached to British rule 
as the Sikhs of the Punjab. The present army must be kept for a long time 
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in Cabul at a great expense. India is really unable to bear this burden, 
which has been unjustly laid upon her. This is one of the consequences 
of the assumption of the Imperial title. But for the Afghan war, the 
license tax would never have harassed the people. ; 
6. Writing on Lord Lytton’s New Year's speech, the Hindu Ranjikd 
| of the 14th January makes observations similar 
to those noticed in paragraph 3. 
6. Referring to the durbar recently held in Cabul by General Roberts, 
at which khilluts were conferred upon certain 
werent us loyal Kohistani Chiefs, the Su/abha Samachar 
of the 17th January makes the following observations:—How man 
durbars have been held up to this time in Cabul, but with what result? The 
arrogance of General Roberts has increased the dissatisfaction of the Cabulese. 
The proclamation issued by him made them indignant, and they felt the 
humiliating position in which the nation was placed. They have now 
yielded to force, but the fire which burns in their heart is inextinguishable. 
7. The Navavibhdkar of the 19th January contains an article on the 
British Government and Native Princes of 
India, which reproduces to a large extent 
the observations made in a recent editorial of 
the Statesman. The writer dwells upon the firm loyalty of the Native 
Princes, and of the importance of the statement recently made by 
Sir R. Egerton, the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, that the British 
Government does not desire annexation. This will have a good effect upon 
the minds of these Chiefs. Now, there are three things which are necessary 
to increase the attachment of the Indian feudatories to the paramount 
power: first, the abandonment of the policy of annexation; second, some 
provision for settling disputes between these Chiefs and Government by 
means of independent judges; and ¢hird, checking the abuse of their 
authority by the Residents accredited to the Native Courts. 


Lord Lytton’s New Year's speech. 
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8. The Hindu Hitaishin¢t of the 10th January makes the following 
remarks on certain sections of the Legal 
Practitioners’ Act:—It may be observed, at 
the outset, that there was no necessity for this measure, which has been 
enacted solely for the benefit of the barristers. That in seeking to attain 
this object, the new law might prove injurious to other interests, was a 
probability which was not apparently taken into consideration at the time of 
passing it. Referring to the provisions of section 13, it is remarked that 
these will in practice make litigation impossible on the part of those females 
who, themselves not being qualified to impart instructions to any pleader, 
have to depend upon either their husband, son, or any other relation for this 
purpose. The latter, however, not occupying the position of either a private 
servant or a recognized agent to the litigants, no pleader will be willing to 
take instructions from them. The effect of the provisions of sections 28 to $l 
will often be to occasion pecuniary loss to the legal practitioners; while 
section 36, by condemning the payment of commissions by any legal practi- 
tioner, a practice of wide prevalence which was not doing any harm, can 
have but one consequence. It will be detrimental to the interests of suitors, 
while proving as ineffectual as the provisions of the law against the giving 
and taking of bribes. In spite of the rigorous punishment which is 
attached to the offence of bribery, the evil flourishes in the public offices as 
luxuriantly as ever ; the only difference being that bribes are now given and 


taken more secretly than before. So it will be also with the practice which 
has been prescribed by section 36. 


The Legal Practitioners’ Act. 


9, Adverting to the waste and misappropriation of the funds of religious 
institutions in India, too often committed by 
priests and others, the Sahachar of the 12th 
January urges on Government the necessity of passing into law the Native 
Endowments Bill. A proper supervision and control of expenditure 
of all such institutions would not only help the attainment of the charitable 
object of the founders thereof, but would also benefit the public in many 
ways. 

: proposed new tax and Sir Ashley 10. We extract the following observations 


“a from the opening editorial of the Ananda 
Bazar Patrikd of the 13th January :— 


When the proposal was first made for the imposition of a license tax; 
Sir Ashley Eden considered that those who were in enjoyment of an income 
of Rs. 50 a year were fit to be assessed with it, while those whose earnings 
reached double this amount were in his opinion perfectly well off. It is 
therefore strange to note that His Honor is now disposed to think that the 
proposal recently made by Sir John Strachey to exempt all incomes derived 
from trade which are below Rs. 500 a year from hiability to the license tax 
will in practice lead to oppressions. Sir Ashley Eden is an incarnation of 
self-interest, and was born in this world only for the purpose of promoting 
his own interests. It is no wonder therefore that he has assumed such an 
attitude. He would not have perhaps made such a strong opposition to 
the proposed tax had Sir John Strachey but exempted the Civilians from 
its operation and transferred the burden on other shoulders. Even if only 
Governors and Lieutenant-Governors had been thus exempted, Sir Ashley 
would have employed as many arguments in support of the tax as he has 
employed in opposing it. ven if he alone had been exempted, it 1s pro- 
bable he would not have raised any objections. 

In conclusion, no matter whether it was Sir Ashley Eden and 
Maharajah Jotindra Mohan Tagore who protested, or any other person who 
did so, Sir John Strachey did not pay the least heed to anybody. Having 
under a most solemn oath taken up the portfolio of Finance, he has resolved 
to discharge the duties of his office in the most conscientious manner ; and 
since he has thus committed himself to the care of God, God also will not 
forsake him. He may well afford to disregard the protests of Sir Ashley 
Eden, whose opposition to Lord Lytton’s policy has this time been the 
outcome of an error which he will perhaps yet discover. It is likely Sir 
Ashley has calculated upon the possibility of an early overthrow of the 
Ministry, and the consequent retirement of Lord Lytton from this country, 
and has thus ventured to raise a protest, against the policy of the Govern- 
ment of India. But if he ever comes to know that Lord Lytton is not 
going to leave India, or that even if the Liberals return to power, they 
will not still abolish the income tax, it is probable that he will again, 
quite unabshed, play the subordinate to the Viceroy. Sir Ashley brought 
over to his side, Sir John Strachey will not have much difficulty in bringing 
over Maharajah Jotindra Mohan. For Sir Ashley is the substance, while 
Jotindra Mohan is his shadow; the former is the mind, the latter the 
organs of the body;the former is the Har, the latter the Gauri; Sir 
Ashley Eden is the Krishna, Jotindra Mohan is the Radha. The one will 
not be able to live without the other. As for Mr. Paul, there will not be 
much difficulty concerning him, if Sir John Strachey only reads what 


the late Mr. Anstey said about him during the course of the trial of Amir 
Khan of Patna. . 


The Religious Endowments Bill. 


ll. In commenting on the new arrangement for conducting the business, Saxvap Passmarae, 


New Money Order and making the payment of money orders, the 
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ae. 
makes two observations: F%rst, that the advantage of the new arrangement 
is all on one side; the inconvenience occasioned to the payee 1s in propor- 
tion to the convenience enjoyed by the other party. The former is put to 
both expense and delay before payment 1s made. He is obliged to attend 
personally, and it may be for days successively, owing to the great pressure 
of work in the post-offices. The payment of money orders could be greatly 
facilitated by making it through the delivery peons. Considering that they 
are trusted with registered letters containing currency notes, there can be no 
objection in sending cash through these means. Secondly, it should be so 
arranged that the payment of the money orders should be rendered possible 
through the different branch post-offices in Calcutta. ‘At present, the General 
Post-office being the place in the metropolis where this business is transacted, 
much inconvenience is caused to the inhabitants. 

12. In an article on the Indian Press Commissionership and the recent | 
correspondence in the LTnglish newspapers 
between Colonel Osborn and Mr. Lethbridge 
on the subject, the Bhdrat Mihir of the 13th January remarks that it has 
always believed that the object of creating this office was to watch the tone 
and attitude of the Native Newspapers; and the experience of the Press 
Commissioner’s work during the last two years has not been such as to 
remove this impression. At any rate, the stoppage of the Som Prakash 
newspaper is believed to have been due to the over-zealousness on the 
part of this functionary. In spite of the statements of Mr. Lethbridge 
in the Zimes, it is to be remarked that, notwithstanding occasional 
excesses of tone and style, Native Newspapers have never been disloyal 
to Government; and consequently there is very little ground for the 
assertion that the improvement now observable in their writings is due 
either to the Vernacular Press Act, or to the institution of the Press Com- 
missionership. The fact is these papers are now written in the same spirit 
as formerly. Regarding the supply of official information to the Native 
Papers, the Hditor, while he is grateful for the communigues with which he 
is favoured by the Press Commissioner, is still obliged to remark, with regret, 
that important official papers—Administration Reports, or Debates of the 
Legislative Councils—are not vouchsafed to him, or any other Native Editor. 

13. The Dacca Prakash of the 18th January considers that the practice 


— : of giving rewards to Civilians for proficiency 

on eowards to Civilians for proficiency in the vernaculars is neither necessary nor 
characterized by impartiality. Considering 

the low state of the finances, and the necessity that almost always exists 
for taxing the poverty-stricken people of this country, it is not certainly 
pleasant to notice these instances of encouragement offered to learning by 
aliberal Government. It is of course necessary that the Civilians should be 
possessed of a knowledge of the vernaculars, but it is not necessary that 
Government should do anything towards helping them to acquire this know- 
ledge. ‘They should do this by a consideration of their own interests, and 
Government should only insist upon the possession of this knowledge as a 
condition of promotion in the service. There is no provision for giving 
rewards to Natives for proficiency in the English language. If rewards are 
not given to them, why should Europeans be thus favoured? The plea that 
is sometimes put forward, as to the improvement of the vernaculars which 


may be effected by these Civilians, is simply untenable. . The Bengali ot 
Hindi used by the latter is really a steaealda diedoas , 


14, The Navavibhdkar of the 19th January contains a long article 


The improvement of market-places. descrip tive of th e wretched condition of the 
| market-places in the mofussil. ‘here are . 
no good roads leading to them. The market-place is often full of filth and 


The Press Commissionership. 
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uncovered. The buyers and sellers are obliged to carry on their transac- 
tions in the sun and rain. The petty shop-keepers indeed construct sheds 
at their own expense, but the large majority of the poor women and others 
who come with their loads from long distances sit on the bare damp 
ground. There are no good tanks in the vicinity of these bazars. The 

roprietors attend more to the levy of the tolls than to the comforts or the 
health of the people resorting thereto. The consequence is that the health 
of the latter suffers seriously. It behoves Sir Ashley Eden to direct his 
attention to this subject, and persuade landholders and others who own 
markets to attend to their sanitary condition. It would be a desirable thing 
if Government would grant small money aids to those proprietors who might 
require them for the purpose. 


LOCAL. 


15. The Sanjtvant of the 12th January refers to a project which is 
said to have met with favour for deepening 
the channel of the Brahmaputra, and remarks 
that, instead of undertaking this work, which 
cannot but prove costly, and yet quite insufficient for the purposes of 
navigation, Government should direct its attention to the construction of 
the projected railway from Dacca to Mymensingh. Government, however, 
is now so busy with Afghan affairs that it is almost idle to expect that it 
will be able to undertake the work for some time to come. It is therefore 
earnestly expected that some private company will be permitted to construct 
this line, which there is every reason to believe will prove remunerative. 

16. The Behdr Bandhu of the 14th January remarks, in reference 
to the proposal to establish a new Moonsifee 
at Barrh, that there does not appear to be any 
necessity for it. If established, suitors indeed will not have to come so 
far as Patna, but good legal advice not being procurable at Barrh, they 
will be put to much expense in bringing counsel from Patna. There is 
not, however, much ground of complaint on the score of distance, for the 
railway is available. If a Moonsifee is really a necessity, it should be 
established at Natibutpore Balia. 

17. A correspondent of the Navavibhdkar of the 19th January directs 

ee _ the attention of the authorities to the loss 

Fig umbankment of the Vidyadhari nq inconvenience which the destruction of the 
embankment of the Vidyadhari river under 

thana Bhangar of the 24-Pergunnahs has occasioned to the inhabitants of 
no less than twenty villages. The maintenance of the bund having been 
entrusted by the zemindar to certain ryots, they have, to gain their own ends, 
cut it away, and the consequence is that almost the whole of the arable land 
in these villages having been laid under the salt-water of the Vidyadhari, 


~ been rendered unfit for cultivation, while the tanks also are full of salt- 
water. : 


The projected Dacca and Mymen- 
singh Railway. 


A Moonsifee at Barrh. 
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